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THE TOPHET OF

d-1st cent. BC)

Fophet is the name of the holy place. usually in
the open 4ir, which in Pho :
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the
the lands ren
after the war of Tacfuri

The Arch of Trajan &y made of himestone
it s four fronts. Kis archieciural arder is
composed of columns and trabeaiion. Three
inscriptions remain, revealing that the arch
was. dedicated o Traionus by the Leptitans
(109 - W0 AD.), probubly o thank the
emperor for graming them the wos of

colony.
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THE ARCHES OF ANTONINT'™
PIUS AND MARCUS AUPT clus

There are sitll various murble elen

thee four ed Arch of Mo

cluding the caprrals anil Two 8, 10 ot drehi
FivVes arding 1o the {mseriptions on the
archiraves the arch was  erecied in horowr of
Marcwus Aurelius (173 174 aC) by the pro-
commil €. Sep imius Severus and by his offi-
clal  represcatative in Leptis, L. Sepiimius

Severts, wha later became emperor.
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THE RESTORATION OF THE
SEVERIAN ARCH

At the beginning of the century, only iwe

pillars with the conneciing arch appeared

above the ground. Shonily afterwards. Bartoe
cini began excavalions and Guidl sterted o
resicre the monument. Since the end of the
Second World War the Deparimen Anfi-
quities of Libye has been continuousiy

volved in the restoration of the Arch. Works
were resumed by loppelo and since 1970 San-
dro Swcchi has been in charge of the project
Restoration is being carried out wgether with
the staff of the Department of Anuguities,
coordinated by the Superintendent Hog Omar
Mahjioub. Restoration works have almost

been completed.

1 The Severian Arch bafore the excavations.
& The finding of the marble rliefy

3 The Arch before niaronbtion.

A The Severian Arch in 1992
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THE POLITICAL- |
PROPAGANDISTIC MESSAGE |
OF THE SEVERIAN ARCH

The monumeni commemorates the Severian
dynasty. The Victories nexi io the arches refer
to the successful campaigns against the Parth-
SlS paiall
ians; the eagles supporting the dome are the
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liefs of the arch refer 1o Severian propaganda:
military valour, religious devotion, family 2

: ps W1 g aiall LauS5 L ok g salll]
harmony and the right 1o dynasiic succession. gl els Gupmpalil]

The same topics are emphasized in the four re-

liefs of the attic. L
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1 The relief shovwing 8 soere of family hirmeony, PN T
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& The rolic] showing o saceificr scene

a The conguesi of the 1own of Seleurnia
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SERAPEION

The temple stood in one of the most ancient
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Young Marcus Aurelius portrait-statue, mid T century A.D
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Bust of a prince of the Claudian dynasty, belonging 10

.

statue. Marble. From the Temple of Rome and Augustus

Forum,
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Back to Tripoli
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